The vision for the Savannah Way Art Trail is a series of six cohesive,
large-scale permanent feature artworks in Georgetown, Croydon,
Normanton, Karumba, Burketown and Doomadgee.

SAVANNAH WAY
PUBLIC ART TRAIL
Croydon

Georgetown

Tagalaka: People of the Returning Boomerang
In the 1960’s, many Tagalaka people had jobs/work on pastoral properties, usually as
horsemen, stockmen, farmhands riding horses.
Tagalaka land has always been a meeting place – a place visited and returned to, over
and over again. People from other indigenous nations would visit sites on the land to
perform traditional ceremonies, rituals and initiations.
The boomerang is symbolic of this returning nature; repeatedly cast away, repeatedly
returning to the thrower. It communicates the history of the Tagalaka people, and a
connection to country that compels them to return to the land.

Gurridjala (Wedge-Tailed Eagle)
‘Gurridjala’ – the traditional name for the wedge-tailed eagle; a totemic symbol of the
Ewamian people. Creator of all lakes, mountains and rivers.

‘Invisible’ History
Through the gold rush in the 1880’s there was a large amount of immigration,
particularly from China and South-East Asia. Desire to see an acknowledgement of the
contribution First Nations People, Chinese/South-East Asian immigrants, and women
have made to the history of Croydon, and of the contribution they continually make
today. A beacon for the ‘hidden groups’ – the cultures and contributions that underpin
and shape the history of Croydon, but have previously not been recognised through
public works of art.

Wet/Dry Contrast
The stark difference in seasons is a defining characteristic of life in Etheridge Shire.
The landscape transforms from parched and brown, to wet, vibrant and green. These
colours are also reflected in the minerals found in the Etheridge Shire Mines (copper,
agate, sapphires)

Akubra/Stockman’s Hat:
The wide-brimmed Akubra is symbolic of the combined history of Etheridge Shire:
mining, cattle, stockmen; enduring through generations, they shield from the burning
sun of the dry season and provide shelter from the torrential rain that sweeps through
in the green season.

Developed through community consultation in November 2019.

Developed through community consultation (Traditional Owners, Local Business
Owners, and Council Representatives) in November 2019.

THEMATIC, CULTURAL AND ICONIC
CONSIDERATIONS DEVELOPED DURING
COMMUNITY CONSULATIONS
For more information
Email p.preece@cqu.edu.au or visit https://cqu.edu.au/savannahway

The vision for the Savannah Way Art Trail is a series of six cohesive,
large-scale permanent feature artworks in Georgetown, Croydon,
Normanton, Karumba, Burketown and Doomadgee.

SAVANNAH WAY
PUBLIC ART TRAIL
Normanton

Karumba

Bucking Bull
Normanton has always been a cattle town; connected to drovers, stockmen and the
surrounding cattle stations. First Nations and Traditional Land Owners, the Kurtijar,
Gkuthaarn and Kukatja people, have worked within the cattle industry since it began;
working on stations and alongside the drovers. It is preferable to represent this
involvement and connection within the sculpture.

Brolgas: Maternal Dancers
Across the Norman River from Normanton to Karumba a huge floodplain known as the
Mutton Hole Wetlands Conservation Area is completely flooded in the wet season. All
birds flock to this area and Brolgas are the most prominent where literally thousands
flock to the billabongs and the plains.

Developed through community consultation (Tourism Operators and Local Business
Owners) in November 2019.

Burketown
Wetland Birds
Australia’s tropical Savannahs are home to 55 of Australia’s 90 seed eating birds; the
home to parrots, quails, pigeons and finches, purple caped fairy wren, including 13
endemics and 4 of Australia’s 18 finch species.
Each year September through to April, Burketown plays host to hundreds of
thousands of migratory birds travelling the East Asian - Australasian Flyway. Tiny birds
such as Red Necked Stilt weighing no more than 25gm through to larger birds like the
iconic Eastern Curlew travel over 20,000 km to reach nesting sites in Siberia and Alaska
from their feeding grounds in Southern Australia and New Zealand. The wetlands of
the Gulf are critical to their survival by providing a major refuelling station.
The fresh water turtle is also of great significance to the area

Developed through community consultation (Tourism Operators and Local Business
Owners) in November 2019.

Doomadgee
Dirriwalda Janjarrawa
Black and White-Striped bait fish, native to the Doomadgee Shire region and is
common to all local Traditional Owner groups.
Water/Nicholson River
The Nicholson River is a prominent natural feature within both Doomadgee Shire and
the traditional lands of the Gangalidda, Gadrawa and Waanyi people, which are both
in and around the Shire borders. The waters of the Nicholson provide a source of food
and livelihood for the people of Doomadgee – both Traditional Owners and nontraditional residents – and is home to a diverse range of fish and aquatic wildlife.
Developed through discussions with various Clan group members from Doomadgee
during January 2020.

Raised as a symbolic favourite of the community by the Council CEO in early 2021.
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