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HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE
This guide provides information for students, parents 

and schools about Start Uni Now (SUN). If you’re still 

deciding what to study, explore your career options and 

find courses that match your strengths, interests and 

aspirations on our website cqu.edu.au, or in our guides.  

Download a copy at www.cqu.edu.au/

international‑students/international‑brochures. 

For the latest information on SUN, refer to our website 

www.cqu.edu.au/int‑sun.

START UNIVERSITY NOW

SUN is a CQUniversity initiative that gives you the opportunity to study CQUniversity units while 
in senior high school. SUN allows you to enrol in a range of CQUniversity units (subjects) online 
(by distance education), which you can combine with your regular high school work.
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IS SUN FOR YOU?
 » Do you want to get a head start with 

study and your future career?
 » Do you want to further challenge yourself 

in your final years of high school?
 » Are you a high achieving student?
 » Are you self-motivated and can manage 

your own time effectively?

If so, SUN could be for you. 

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF SUN?
SNEAK PEEK
SUN provides you with an insight into university life and 
helps you understand the expectations of studying at a 
university level. This will help prepare you for the transition 
from high school to university.

DIRECT ENTRY
After successful completion of SUN, you may be eligible 
to apply for direct entry into an undergraduate degree 
at CQUniversity (excluding quota managed courses†). 
To be eligible for direct entry, you must:

 » pass at least one SUN unit from the 
undergraduate degree you are applying for 

 » meet all of the prerequisites of the 
undergraduate degree you are applying for.

You can study SUN units at the same time as your 
regular high school subjects and if you successfully pass 
your SUN units you may receive credit towards your 
Certificate of Education (eg. QCE, WACE, SACE, VCE). 
Find out more at www.cqu.edu.au/int‑sun.

https://www.cqu.edu.au/international-students/international-brochures
https://www.cqu.edu.au/international-students/international-brochures
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WHY CHOOSE CQUNI?

† A quota managed course has a set limit on the number of students who 
may be admitted in any academic year. As a result these courses are not 
available for direct entry. Quota managed courses include Bachelor of Oral 
Health and Bachelor of Physiotherapy (Honours).
‡ Credit transfers toward courses at other universities should be discussed 
with the relevant university.
^ Students intending to utilise SUN units in order to meet university 
pre-requesites should discuss with the SUN Team and/or relevant 
university prior to enrolment.

A FIVE STAR UNIVERSITY+

CQUni has achieved 5 stars for our 
social equity, full-time employment, 
starting salary and student support.

OUTSTANDING 
EMPLOYMENT OUTCOMES**

79.5 per cent of CQUni undergraduates secure 
full-time employment within four months of 
graduating (national average 72.3 per cent).

AFFORDABLE
You have the opportunity to undertake your first SUN unit at 
zero cost (excluding textbook and resource expenses). 

Subsequent SUN units are offered at a reduced price, 
which is less than a third of the cost that a regular 
university student would pay. As a SUN student you can 
potentially save thousands of dollars.

CREDIT TRANSFERS‡

If you enrol as a CQUniversity student after successful 
completion of senior high school, International 
Baccalaureate diploma, International Baccalaureate Career-
related Programme or A Levels, you may be eligible to 
receive a credit transfer for each SUN unit you have passed.

Provided these SUN units are part of your degree at the 
time of your undergraduate admission, a credit transfer 
would count towards your degree. This will reduce the 
number of units you need to study when you start university 
and may reduce the duration of your university course.

MEET UNIVERSITY ENTRY REQUIREMENTS^

SUN offers a range of units, which may assist you in 
satisfying university entry prerequisites for science and 
maths related subjects. 

HOW MUCH DOES SUN COST? 
Your first unit in the SUN program is free. Subsequent units 
(up to an additional three units) are offered at a significantly 
discounted rate of AU$500 per unit.

In addition to the unit cost, there may be other 
expenses such as textbooks and resources. Fees must 
be paid upfront.

WHERE CAN I STUDY SUN?
SUN units can be studied entirely online (by distance 
education), which means you can choose a way of studying 
that suits you best, regardless of where you live.

As a SUN student studying online, you will require regular 
access to the internet and a reliable computer.

AUSTRALIA’S FIRST 
CHANGEMAKER CAMPUS
We are recognised as Australia’s first and 
only Changemaker Campus by global 
social innovation group Ashoka U.

INDUSTRY RELEVANCE
Courses designed alongside industry 
to prepare you with up-to-date, 
real-world knowledge and skills.

+ Good Universities Guide 2020. 
** ComparED 2019.

Discover more: www.cqu.edu.au/internationalreputation

START UNIVERSITY NOW  |  1

https://www.cqu.edu.au/internationalreputation


WHAT LEVEL OF COMMITMENT IS INVOLVED?
It is recommended that you dedicate between 
10 – 12 hours of study to each of your enrolled units per 
week (over a 12 – 14 week period). 

Studying SUN units requires good time management skills, 
the ability to work independently and a proactive attitude. 
University study is very flexible and this allows you to work 
your study time around other commitments such as a part-
time job or sport.

You can study your SUN unit/s after school and on 
weekends. You may also choose to study a SUN unit as 
your sixth subject choice at school. You should speak with 
your school Guidance Officer or Principal to discuss the 
best way for you to manage your study commitments.

WHAT SUPPORT DO I RECEIVE 
AS A SUN STUDENT?
Even though you will be studying online, you have access 
to many of the same resources and support services as 
on-campus CQUniversity students.

SUN PROJECT OFFICER
A dedicated staff member who will assist you throughout 
your SUN study journey.

ACADEMIC LEARNING CENTRE (ALC)
The ALC is a ‘one-stop-shop’ for information, advice and 
resources related to academic writing, mathematics, science 
and computing requirements of study at CQUniversity.

STUDENT LIFE AND WELLBEING CENTRE
This Centre provides you with both academic and personal 
counselling, as well as assistance with time management 
and study skills. If you have a disability or medical condition, 
you are encouraged to register with the Inclusion and 
Accessibility Service to review your support needs.

CAMPUS SUPPORT
Students located close to a CQUniversity location are 
also able to access facilities such as campus libraries and 
computer labs.
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AM I ELIGIBLE TO APPLY FOR SUN?
To be eligible to apply for SUN you must be:
 » enrolled in Australian Curriculum Year 11 or 

12 (or equivalent). UK A Level Curriculum, the 
International Baccalaureate, Polytechnic*, or other 
equivalent Senior High School* Curriculum

 » achieving equivalent to an average B grade (or 
better) across all Australian school subjects 
as per your most recent report card)+

 » achieve an English level of IELTS 5.5 overall with 
no bands less than 5.5, or equivalent English. 
We will also accept IGCSE/GSCE Grade C in 
English Language and International Baccalaureate 
MYP Certificate Grade 4 in English.

 » A variation of English language requirements, in terms 
of higher English language proficiency may be applied 
for specialist health, medical and nursing units.

Courses with non-standard English language requirements 
are listed on page 9. 

For more information visit www.cqu.edu.au/englishreq.

You will also require permission from your Principal or 
school nominee and a parent or guardian.

HOW TO APPLY
To apply for entry into SUN visit www.cqu.edu.au/int‑sun 
and review the How to Apply section.

Students should submit their application and supporting 
documentation online via the iStart online application system.

You must submit a copy of your most recent certified 
school report card with the SUN application, as well as gain 
both parental/guardian and school approval.

Applications must be received at least three weeks prior to 
the commencement of the relevant term. 

HOW DO I CHOOSE A SUN UNIT?
Did you know that more than 100 CQUniversity units are 
available for study as part of SUN?

When selecting the unit you wish to apply for it is important 
to consider the following questions.

 » What career are you interested in pursuing?
 » What course is required to pursue that career?
 » Does the SUN unit form part of the 

requirements for that course?
 » Is the unit offered in the term you wish to study?

* Delivered in English.

+ GSCE minimum C grade in all subjects, International Baccalaureate Middle Years Program Grade 4 in all subjects. Other qualifications are assessed on a case-by-case basis.

Nadia Lyons has completed SUN studies towards a 
Bachelor of Nursing

Start Uni Now allowed me to pursue studying what 
I’m most passionate about. Through SUN I graduated 
high school with direct entry and six months of my 
Bachelor of Nursing completed. 

SUN was a great experience and provided me with 
an insight into university life. 

CQUNI
STORIES

DO I RECEIVE CREDIT TOWARDS MY ATAR? 
(ONSHORE INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS)
SUN study may provide credit towards a student’s ATAR in 
Victoria and South Australia. For more details refer to the 
SUN Guidelines at www.cqu.edu.au/int‑sun.

DO I RECEIVE CREDIT TOWARDS MY 
STATE CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION?
SUN study may provide credit towards each State’s respective 
Certificate of Education. There are currently arrangements in 
place which provide credit towards the Queensland Certificate 
of Education (QCE) and some credit toward the Western 
Australia Certificate of Education (WACE), South Australia 
Certificate of Education (SACE), Victorian Certificate of 
Education (VCE).

Unfortunately, there are currently no arrangements in place 
to provide credit for those students undertaking their Higher 
School Certificate (HSC NSW), Northern Territory Certificate of 
Education (NTCE) or Tasmanian Certificate of Education (TCE). 
It is strongly encouraged that you and your parent/guardian 
talk to your nominated Schools Contact in regards to potential 
credit options. For more details refer to the SUN Guidelines at 
www.cqu.edu.au/int‑sun.
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SUN UNIT AVAILABILITY

The tables below show the SUN units available 
that will help you towards your desired degree.

ALLIED HEALTH 
Allied health professionals provide essential care for people 
of all ages including children, older people, people with 
chronic illnesses or mental ill-health, and those experiencing 
disability to identify and assess issues, provide treatment 
and to support acquisition of skills, recovery and reablement.

TERM OFFERED T1 T2 T3

Bachelor of Allied Health

ALLH11001- Introduction to Allied Health Practice

ALLH11006 - Life Course Development 
for Health Professionals

ALLH11009 - Research Methods for Health Professionals

PSYC11010 - Fundamentals of Psychology

Bachelor of Medical Laboratory Science (Honours)

BMSC11001 - Human Body Systems 1 

BMSC11002 - Human Body Systems 2 

BMSC11006 - Food, Nutrition and Health 

ESSC11004 - Study and Research Skills for Health Science

Bachelor of Medical Science

BMSC11001 - Human Body Systems 1

BMSC11002 - Human Body Systems 2

BMSC11006 - Food, Nutrition and Health

ESSC11004 - Study and Research Skills for Health Science

Bachelor of Occupational Therapy (Honours)

ALLH11001- Introduction to Allied Health Practice

ALLH11006 - Life Course Development 
for Health Professionals

ALLH11009 - Research Methods for Health Professionals

PSYC11010 - Fundamentals of Psychology

Bachelor of Oral Health

BIOH11005 - Introductory Anatomy and Physiology

HLTH11027 - Foundations of Health

TERM OFFERED T1 T2 T3

Bachelor of Podiatry Practice (Honours)

ALLH11001 - Introduction to Allied Health Practice

ALLH11006 - Life Course Development 
for Health Professionals

ALLH11009 - Research Methods for Health Professionals

HLTH11027 - Foundations of Health

PSYC11010 - Fundamentals of Psychology

Bachelor of Physiotherapy (Honours)

ALLH11001 - Introduction to Allied Health Practice

ALLH11006 - Life Course Development 
for Health Professionals

PSYC11010 - Fundamentals of Psychology

Bachelor of Science (Chiropractic)

BMSC11001 - Human Body Systems 1 

BMSC11002 - Human Body Systems 2 

CHEM11042 - Fundamentals of Chemistry 

ESSC11004 - Study and Research Skills for Health Science

Bachelor of Speech Pathology (Honours)

ALLH11001 - Introduction to Allied Health Practice

ALLH11006 - Life Course Development 
for Health Professionals

ALLH11009 - Research Methods for Health Professionals

PSYC11010 - Fundamentals of Psychology
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BUSINESS AND ACCOUNTING 
Business and accounting units have been chosen to 
provide the best insight into the career of business and 
accounting professionals. Undertaking one of our business 
and accounting units will open up education and career 
opportunities in accounting, administration, finance, human 
resource management, marketing and many other diverse 
career pathways.

TERM OFFERED T1 T2 T3

Bachelor of Accounting

ACCT11059 - Accounting, Learning 
and Online Communication

ACCT11081 - Introductory Financial Accounting

ECON11026 - Principles of Economics

HRMT11010 - Organisational Behaviour

MRKT11029 - Marketing Fundamentals

Bachelor of Business

ACCT11059 - Accounting, Learning and Online Communication

ECON11026 - Principles of Economics

HRMT11010 - Organisational Behaviour

HRMT11011 - Human Resource Management

MGMT11109 - Introduction to Business

MGMT11167 - Foundations of Social Innovation

MRKT11029 - Marketing Fundamentals

CREATIVE, PERFORMING 
AND VISUAL ARTS
Our communication and arts units foster inspiration, 
creativity and passion to start you on your education 
journey toward a meaningful career in the journalism, public 
relations, music, theatre, visual arts and creative industries. 
Our creative, performing and visual arts courses are some 
of the most recognised in the industry. Learn from highly 
acclaimed industry professionals and skilled teachers.

TERM OFFERED T1 T2 T3

Bachelor of Creative Arts

CART11001 - The Creative Industries

CART11002 - Creative Pioneers

Bachelor of Music

MUSC11405 - Language of Modern Music 1

MUSC11406 - Language of Modern Music 2^^

MUSC11411 - Music Styles and Analysis 1

MUSC11412 - Music Styles and Analysis 2

Bachelor of Theatre

THTR12123 - Theatre Studies 1

THTR11121 - Theatre Studies 2

^^  Prerequisite unit required: Students must successfully complete 
MUSC11405 prior to enrolling in MUSC11406.

SOCIAL INNOVATION 
CQUniversity wants to change the world for 
the better. To drive this transformation we have 
embedded social innovation principles across 
our five schools, and at all our campuses. 
We work with government, industry, business 
and community to empower students to solve 
real-life challenges locally and internationally. 

Social innovation units can help you 
develop skills to develop creative and 
resourceful solutions to challenges facing the 
modern world.

Find out more about Social Innovation 
at CQUniversity at  
www.cqu.edu.au/socialinnovation
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EDUCATION AND TEACHING 
Our education units provide the perfect pathway 
for those seeking a career as a teacher in the early 
childhood, primary or secondary sectors. Progress 
onto further studies to become a qualified teacher 
through our Bachelor of Education course.

TERM OFFERED T1 T2 T3

Bachelor of Education (Early Childhood)+

EDCU11031 - Development and Learning Through Life

EDCU11033 - Multiliteracies

EDED11454 - Education as a Profession

EDED11455 - Curriculum Foundations and Decision-Making

EDED11456 - Communication in Educational Environments

EDED11457 - Responding to Diversity and Inclusion

EDED11458 - Indigenous Studies and Learning

Bachelor of Education (Primary)+

EDCU11031 - Development and Learning Through Life

EDED11454 - Education as a Profession

EDED11455 - Curriculum Foundations and Decision-Making

EDED11456 - Communication in Educational Environments

EDED11457 - Responding to Diversity and Inclusion 

EDED11458 - Indigenous Studies and Learning

Bachelor of Education (Secondary)+

EDED11454 - Education as a Profession

EDED11457 - Responding to Diversity and Inclusion

EDED11458 - Indigenous Studies and Learning

EDSE11024 - Teaching Youth

Zali Garioch is a Bachelor of Education (Secondary) 
student who completed SUN

The best thing about distance education is that it 
didn’t feel distant at all, CQUni staff were always 
willing to help with anything and everything, which 
was extremely encouraging as I was still a little 
nervous about the whole uni thing.

CQUNI
STORIES

+  To be eligible for direct entry into these education courses, you're required 
to have also completed the following English language pre-requisites:

 » An International English Language Testing System (IELTS Academic) 
overall band score of at least 7.5 overall with a minimum 7.0 for Reading 
and Writing and 8.0 for Speaking and Listening; or an Occupational 
English Test with Grades A or B only in each of the four components.

DIGITAL MEDIA, 
COMMUNICATION AND ARTS 
Digital media, communication and arts units provide 
the right mix of theory and practical experience and will 
expose you to study elements in design, digital production, 
animation and media.

TERM OFFERED T1 T2 T3

Bachelor of Arts

Creative and Professional Writing

WRIT11023 - Creative Writing 1: Fundamentals of Writing

WRIT11025 - Creative Nonfiction

English and Cultural Studies

LITR11043 - The Short Story

LITR11055 - Popular Genres

Geography and Environmental Studies

GEOG11023 - Physical Geography of Australia

GEOH11001 - Introduction to Human Geography

History

HIST11037 - Ancient and Medieval Civilisations: An Introduction

HIST11038 - The Modern World Emerges: An Overview

Journalism

COMM11007 - Media Writing

JOUR11005 - Introduction to Journalism

Social Enquiry

INDG11006 - Foundations of Indigenous Learning

INDG11013 - Introductory Aboriginal and Islander History

Bachelor of Digital Media

COMM11003 - Communication in Professional Contexts

DGTL11005 - Web Design

DGTL11006 - Coding Fundamentals

MMST11003 - Visual Design Fundamentals

MMST11009 - Digital Video and Audio

MMST11010 - Illustration and Visualisation
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ENGINEERING AND AVIATION
Engineering and aviation units allow you to benefit from 
strong partnerships with industry, providing a practical 
approach to learning.

TERM OFFERED T1 T2 T3

Bachelor of Aviation (Commercial Pilot)

AVAT11002 - Basic Aeronautical Knowledge

AVAT11007 - Flight Planning, Performance 
and Operations (PPL)

Bachelor of Engineering or Bachelor of Engineering Technology

ENEG11006 - Engineering Statics

MATH11160 - Technology Mathematics

Please note: Conditions apply in regards to credit for these units towards the 
Bachelor of Engineering.

INFORMATION SYSTEMS 
AND TECHNOLOGY
Information systems and technology courses will give you a 
great start to a career in this area by providing exposure to 
aspects of application development, business analysis and 
network security.

TERM OFFERED T1 T2 T3

Bachelor of Information Technology

COIT11222 - Programming Fundamentals

COIT11223 - Information Technology and Society

COIT11226 - Systems Analysis

COIT11237 - Database Design and Implementation^

COIT11238 - Networked Infrastructure Foundations

COIT11239 - Professional Communication Skills for ICT

^ Prerequisite unit required: COIT11226 Systems Analysis

NURSING, PARAMEDICINE 
AND HEALTH 
Health and medical professionals such as nurses and 
paramedics provide immediate care for those requiring 
emergency care and treatment. Exercise and sports 
scientists design, deliver and evaluate exercise programs, 
interventions and assessments that meet the overall health 
needs of clients.

TERM OFFERED T1 T2 T3

Bachelor of Exercise and Sports Science

BMSC11001 - Human Body Systems 1

BMSC11002 - Human Body Systems 2

ESSC11002 - Measurement and Evaluation in Health Science

ESSC11004 - Study and Research Skills for Health Science

Bachelor of Nursing

BIOH11005 - Introductory Anatomy and Physiology

NURS11157 - Lifespan Approach to 
Health and Wellness for Nursing

NURS11158 - Evidence Informed Nursing Practice

NURS11159 - Introduction to Nursing

PSYCHOLOGY
Psychology units are dynamic, diverse and provide a solid 
basis for further education in a wide range of career options. 
Develop your skills to observe the human behaviour and 
motivations, and help others understand themselves better. 
Studying psychology will get you started on the journey to a 
diverse range of careers.

TERM OFFERED T1 T2 T3

Bachelor of Psychological Science

PSYC11008 - Biological Foundations of Psychology

PSYC11009 - Social Foundations of Psychology

PSYC11010 - Fundamentals of Psychology

PSYC11012 - Foundations of Psychological Research
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TRANSPORT AND 
SAFETY SCIENCES 
Transport and safety sciences provide you with career 
opportunities in an industry that is experiencing continual 
growth. Study in this area might be of interest to you if you 
are interested in investigating the hows and whys of accidents 
or are passionate about fostering a safe workplace culture.

TERM OFFERED T1 T2 T3

Bachelor of Accident Forensics

AINV11001 - Real World Investigation

AINV11002 - Socio-technical Systems^

BIOH11005 - Introductory Anatomy and Physiology

OCHS11025 - Health and Safety Risk Management

OCHS11026 - Introductory Occupational Health and Safety

OCHS11027 - OHS Fundamentals

Bachelor of Occupational Health and Safety

AINV11001 - Real World Investigation

AINV11002 - Socio-technical Systems

AINV11003 - Introduction to Investigative Methods

BIOH11005 - Introductory Anatomy and Physiology

HLTH11027 - Foundations of Health

OCHS11025 - Health and Safety Risk Management

OCHS11026 - Introductory Occupational Health and Safety

OCHS11027 - OHS Fundamentals

SCIE11022 - Introductory Science

^ Prerequisite unit required: Students must successfully 
complete AINV11001 prior to enrolling in AINV11002.

SCIENCE, ENVIRONMENT 
AND AGRICULTURE
Science and environment units allow you to engage your 
passion for discovery with the choice of study area in 
agriculture, agricultural and food science, analytical and 
molecular science, ecology and conservation biology, 
environmental science and more. 

TERM OFFERED T1 T2 T3

Bachelor of Agriculture

SCIE11023 - Scientific Research Fundamentals

Bachelor of Science

ESSC11004 - Study and Research Skills for Health Science 
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2020 TERM DATES
TERM 1
Monday, 9 March – Friday, 5 June
SUN application due date
Friday, 14 February 
SUN fee due date*
Tuesday, 31 March

TERM 2
Monday, 13 July – Friday, 9 October
SUN application due date
Friday, 19 June
SUN fee due date*
Tuesday, 4 August

TERM 3
Monday, 9 November 2020 –  
Friday, 12 February 2021
SUN application due date
Friday, 16 October
SUN fee due date*
Tuesday, 1 December

*  Also known as Census Date. This is the last date to withdraw 
without financial penalty and also the last day to pay your 
SUN tuition fee.

IMPORTANT DATES 
SUN is offered over three university terms; 
however, not all units are offered in all terms. 
University terms generally do not run at the 
same time as your school terms. In some cases 
you will be studying during school holidays. 
Each term is 12 weeks in duration followed by 
an examination period.

Education Services for Overseas Students (ESOS)

CQUniversity and the Australian Government want international students in 
Australia to have a safe, enjoyable and rewarding place to study. Australia’s 
laws promote quality education and consumer protection for international 
students. These laws are known as the ESOS framework. For further 
information please visit www.cqu.edu.au/esos.

Published by CQUniversity Australia (December 2019).  
The information in this publication was correct at time of printing; however, 
is subject to change. CRICOS: 00219C | RTO: 40939 
P_BK_2011_IntSUN

COURSES WITH NON‑STANDARD ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 

COURSE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

Bachelor of Education 
(Early Childhood) 

An IELTS (Academic) assessment with an 
average band score of 7.5 across all four 
skill areas of listening, speaking, reading 
and writing – with no score below 7 in any 
of the four skills areas and a score of no 
less than 8 in speaking and listening.

Bachelor of Engineering Minimum academic IELTS score of 
6.0 across all bands and overall.

Bachelor of Nursing Minimum academic IELTS score of 
7.0 across all bands and overall.

Bachelor of Medical 
Science

Minimum academic IELTS score of 
6.0 across all bands and overall.

Bachelor of 
Occupational Therapy

Minimum academic IELTS score of 
7.0 across all bands and overall.

Bachelor of Oral Health Minimum academic IELTS score of 
7.0 across all bands and overall.

Bachelor of Podiatry
Minimum academic IELTS score of 7.0 across 
all bands and overall or an Occupational 
English Test (OET) result of A or B.

Bachelor of 
Physiotherapy

Minimum academic IELTS score of 7.0 across 
all bands and overall or an Occupational 
English Test (OET) result of A or B.

Bachelor of Occupational 
Health and Safety

Minimum academic IELTS score of 
6.0 across all bands and overall.

For more information visit www.cqu.edu.au/englishreq.
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CONTACT US
International Students
03 9616 0606 (within Australia)
+61 3 9616 0606 (outside Australia)

www.cqu.edu.au/int‑sun

VISIT OUR WEBSITES
International | www.cqu.edu.au/international
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